2008 African American History Month
Bibliography
The following is a list of books, videos and websites that will help you learn more about
African American History and culture. All books and videos are available at the Norfolk
Public Library, and the websites may be viewed online at any of the public computer
stations located in the library.

Notable Titles of Interest:
Nonfiction
Autobiography of Malcolm X
(Alex Haley) Chosen by Time Magazine as one of the “ten most important nonfiction books of the
century,” this powerful account tells the life of one of America's most misunderstood men.

Before the Mayflower: A History of Black America
(Lerone Bennett) Bennett begins his study in western Africa and continues his historical timeline
from the Colonial period through the 1970's.

Eyes on the Prize: America's Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965
(Juan Williams) This novel traces the movement from the landmark Brown v. the Board of
Education case in 1954, to the March on Selma and the passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965.

Fire Next Time
(James Baldwin) In this prophetic work, Baldwin argued that America's race relations could lead
to violent conclusions.

From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans
(John Hope Franklin) The most popular text on African American History.

The Mis-Education of the Negro
(Carter G. Woodson) Continuing on since its publication in 1933, the questions Woodson raised
about the education of African American children still resonate today.

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
(Frederick Douglass) This literary masterpiece of a three part memoir tells the story of a young
slave's self discovery, which propels him on his successful journey to freedom.

Fiction
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
(Maya Angelou) "This testimony from a black sister marks the beginning of an era in the minds
and hearts and lives of all black men and women ... Her portrait is a Biblical study of life in the
midst of death”- James Baldwin.
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A Raisin in the Sun
(Lorraine Hansberry) Hansberry's award winning drama deals with the Younger family's search
for the American dream.

Souls of Black Folk
(W.E. B. DuBois) This book of essays is called by many the most important book written by an
African American.

Their Eyes Were Watching God
(Zora Neale Hurston) Through her classic novel of poetic American literature, Hurston tells the
story of Janie's universal experiences of pain and happiness and love and loss, through humor and
compassion.

Nonfiction
The African-American Century: How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country
(Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Cornel West) The authors profile 100 outstanding men and women
and use their lives and accomplishments to create a fascinating portrait of the last century.

Carter G. Woodson: A Life in Black History
(Jacqueline Anne Goggin) This biography profiles the life and career of the first and only
individual of slave parentage to earn a Ph.D. in history.

Come on, People: On the Path from Victims to Victors
(Bill Cosby & Alvin F. Poussaint) Cosby and Poussaint address issues facing many African
Americans and offer ways to overcome the serious challenges of poverty, poor education, crime
and broken families.

The Covenant with Black America
(Tavis Smiley) The Covenant with Black America is a national plan of action to address the
primary concerns of African Americans today.

Fences
(August Wilson) Wilson's Pulitzer Prize winning masterpiece deals with the metaphorical fences
we build around ourselves and each other at the expense of our relationships with family and
others.

James Baldwin: Collected Essays
(James Baldwin) Published just two years before Baldwin's death, these essays offer an
impressive array of Baldwin's nonfiction, written between 1953 and 1965. Also included are nine
essays that were never collected.

A Knock at Midnight
(Martin Luther King, Jr.) This definitive collection of eleven powerful and spiritual sermons of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is sure to inspire the greatness and steadfastness in all of us.

Literary Divas: The Top 100+ Most Admired African-American Women in
Literature
(Heather Covington) Maya Angelou, Nikki Giovanni, Oprah Winfrey, Rosa Parks, Shirley
Chisholm, and Zora Neal Hurston are but a few profiled.
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Measure of a Man
(Martin Luther King, Jr.) Contained in these meditations are the theological roots of King's
political and social philosophy of nonviolent activism.

Narrative of Sojourner Truth
(Sojourner Truth) This landmark in African-American women's literature contains memoirs of
Sojourner Truth, the ex-northern slave who became a pioneer in the struggles for racial and
sexual equality.

"The Norfolk 17”: A Personal Narrative on Desegregation in Norfolk, Virginia, in
1958-1962
(Andrew I. Heidelberg) Chronicles the heroic efforts of 17 students who were the first to
desegregate six previously all-white public schools in Norfolk, Virginia.

Race Matters
(Cornel West) First published in 1993 on the one-year anniversary of the L.A. riots. The issues he
raised and the answers and insights he provided still resonate today.

Why We Can't Wait
(Martin Luther King, Jr.) This classic examines King's Birmingham campaign, the history of the
struggle and what he foresees for future generations in their fight for equality.

Fiction
Beloved
(Toni Morrison) Set in rural Ohio several years after the Civil War, this profoundly affecting
chronicle of slavery and its aftermath is Toni Morrison's greatest work.

Best of Simple
(Langston Hughes) Jesse B. Simple was Hughes' most popular literary character and is still
recognized as one of America's most original comic creations in American literature.

Cane
(Jean Toomer) “Cane is Jean Toomer's acclaimed exploration of the American racial
temperament of the 1920s…Cane is now considered a twentieth-century masterpiece.” (Arna
Bontemps)

The Color Purple
(Alice Walker) Walker's Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award novel tells the story of Celie
over a 20 year span, through letters about her roles as a daughter, sister, wife and mother.

A Gathering of Old Men
(Ernest Gaines) A Gathering of Old Men is set on a Louisiana sugar cane plantation where racial
tensions are brewing over the death of a Cajun farmer by a black man.

Go Tell It on the Mountain
(James Baldwin) Baldwin's first book was largely an autobiographical novel of his teenage years
that dealt with his religious experience and his tumultuous relationship with his father.

Invisible Man
(Ralph Ellison) An African-American man's search for success and the American dream leads
him out of college to Harlem and a growing sense of personal rejection and social invisibility.
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Lesson Before Dying
(Ernest Gaines) This is a novel about one man condemned to die for a crime he did not commit
and the bond he forms with a young man who visits him in his cell. Winner of the National Book
Critics Circle Award for Fiction.

Native Son
(Richard Wright) Widely acclaimed as one of the finest books ever written on race and class
divisions in America, this powerful novel reflects the forces of poverty, injustice, and
hopelessness that continue to shape our society.

Roots
(Alex Haley) Haley's National Book Award and Pulitzer Prize winning work covers seven
generations, beginning in 1776 in Gambia. It is loosely based on his family's history.

The Wedding
(Dorothy West) Tragic events disrupt the pending interracial marriage of Shelby and Meade when
the black artisan Lute arrives at the Oval on Martha's Vineyard. West was the last surviving
member of the Harlem Renaissance when she published her novel in 1995.

Song of Solomon
(Toni Morrison) This most lyrical of Morrison's novels follows Milkman Dead as he tries to
understand his family history and how the ravages of slavery have damaged it.

Youth & Young Adult Books
African American Inventors
(Patricia McKissack) “The McKissacks provide an overview of African American
inventors throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, including those who were free born and
those who were slaves.” - Margaret Hagel (Retired Norfolk Public Library staff).
Bud Not Buddy
(Christopher Paul Curtis) In this Newbury Medal-winning novel, ten-year-old Bud is a
motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression. Bud escapes a bad
foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father.
The Harlem Renaissance: Illustrated with Photos and Prints
(Jim Haskins) An account of the artistic and intellectual revolution in Black America
during the Harlem Renaissance.
Many Thousands Gone
(Leo and Diane Dillon, Illustrators) Uses general history, slave narratives and biography in a
work about African American slavery and resistance.

Through My Eyes
(Ruby Bridges) Bridges tells her story of being alone in the first grade as she became the first
black child to attend a New Orleans public elementary school.
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The People Could Fly
(Virginia Hamilton) In this award winning retelling of a folktale, a group of slaves, unable to bear
their sadness and starvation any longer, calls upon the African magic that allows them to fly
away. Coretta Scott King Award.

Watsons Go to Birmingham
(Christopher Paul Curtis) Ten-year-old Kenny and his family leave Flint, Michigan and head for
Birmingham, Alabama and experience one of the darkest moments in American history, once
there.

Websites
African American Health
Contains links to health issues that affect African-Americans.

African American Mosaic
A resource developed by the Library of Congress which covers the library's vast collection of
books, periodicals, prints, photographs, music, film and recorded sound.

African American Topics
Covers many African American related topics and profiles of African American historical leaders
and current black celebrities.

African American Web Connection
Good selection of mostly popular web pages on topics such as art, authors, history, and other
index sites; also includes annotated listings for online periodicals, resources for children, and a
directory of churches. For the entire family.

American Slave Narratives: An Online Anthology
The University of Virginia's collection of full-text narratives from thirteen African American
former slaves.

Association for the Study of African American Life and History
The ASALH promotes research, preserves, interprets and disseminates information about Black
life, history and culture to the global community. Established in 1915 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson,
the ASALH are the Founders of Black History Month.

AT&T Knowledge Network: Patchwork of African American Life
From Pacific Bell, this site was "created to support students as they explore topics related to
Black History and African-American issues." It has articles and activities for Black History
Month, African American History, and speeches and papers by Martin Luther King, Malcolm X,
Nelson Mandela, and others.

Black Quest
African-American History, Culture, and Black Studies Resources.

City of Norfolk
Timeline of 20th Century Norfolk History.
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Documenting the American South
From the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, this site "presents primary source
materials documenting the cultural history of the American South from the viewpoint of
Southerners" and offers diaries, autobiographies, travel accounts, titles on slavery and regional
literature.

Encyclopedia Smithsonian: African American History and Culture
African American History and Culture online encyclopedia.

Gale Research: Black History
Biographies, quizzes, featured titles, timelines, activities, literature, links.

Library of Congress American Memory Project (African American History)
Provides a list of the 17 African American collections which range from The Frederick Douglass
Papers to Southern Black Churches of the South.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Directory
Maintained by the Martin Luther King, Jr., Papers Project at Stanford University, this site
contains secondary documents written about King as well as primary documents written during
King's life.

Organization of American Historians
Emancipation's Impact on African-American Education in Norfolk, Virginia, 1862-1880.

PBS: Africans in America
This companion website to the PBS four part historical documentary covers the period from
Jamestown – 1607 to the start of the Civil War - 1861.

PBS: This Far by Faith: African-American Spiritual Journeys
This six part documentary series traces the history of the African American religious experience
over three centuries.

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
A national research library devoted to collecting, preserving and providing access to resources
documenting the experiences of peoples of African descent throughout the world.

Williamsburg: African American Experience
Slavery in Colonial Williamsburg during the 18th century.

Online Databases
Use your Norfolk Public Library card number for access to these resources:
Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History
Click on Virtual Reference Library tab and scroll down to “Multicultural Studies”.
The Encyclopedia covers all aspects of the African-American experience from 1619 to the
present day. Using biographies, historical essays, and thematic pieces-many by the foremost
scholars in the field-it addresses a wide array of subjects in over 2,300 articles to fully define in
one source the cultural roots and current condition of the African-American community.
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Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America
Click on Virtual Reference Library tab and scroll down to “Multicultural Studies”.
The Encyclopedia contains essays on specific culture groups in the United States, emphasizing
religions, holidays, customs, and languages in addition to providing information on historical
background and settlement patterns. Each essay lists organizations, research centers, and contact
information for periodicals, radio, and television stations.

Oxford African American Studies Center
This landmark scholarly work presents history through the lives of over 4,000 people.
Biographical entries from the African American National Biography are written by scholars and
experts covering over 500 years of African American history. The printed version publishes
February 2008.

Youth and Young Adult Websites
African American History
Very large collection of African American history links to a wide range of cultural and historical
African American concerns.

Black History
Useful for all age ranges with links to speeches, museums, Kwanza and many others.

Culture and Change: Black History in America
An interesting website by Scholastic Publishing which allows students to publish their own
writings, listen to jazz music, and explore history through its interactive timeline.

Enchanted Learning
Contains timelines, biographies, activities and quizzes.

Kulture Kids
Children click on a letter which corresponds to an event or person in black history.

Madison Voices
African American history online resources for kids.

Videos
10,000 Black Men Named George
Robert Townsend directs this stirring drama about A. Philip Randolph's successful effort to form
the first African American union in America-the Pullman Porters.

African American Life
Children learn about African American history through graphics, animation and live-action
portrayals of historical figures. Ideal for ages 4-10.

Against the Odds: The Artists of the Harlem Renaissance
Includes very rarely seen archival footage of the artists at work of the 130 plus pieces featured in
this documentary.
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The American Dance Festival's Dancing in the Light
“Chronicles the crucial role that African-American choreographers and dancers have played in
the development of modern dance as an American art form. Without the African contribution, we
would not have had American dance as we know it," says author Katrina Hazzard Donald.
(www.PBS.org)

The Blues: A Musical Journey
A history of the blues from the shores of West Africa to the cotton fields and juke joints of the
Mississippi Delta.

Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin
Sometimes called the invisible man of the civil rights movement, Rustin was the architect of the
March on Washington, a mentor to Dr. King and a crusader for social and economic justice.

The Azusa Street Project
This documentary chronicles the Azusa Street Revival of 1906 in Los Angeles, from which the
modern day Pentecostal movement sprang, and its effect on religious beliefs 100 years later.

Eyes on the Prize: Americas Civil Rights Years
Eyes on the Prize is the most comprehensive documentary series on this tumultuous era of
American history.

The History Makers Collection
A collection of interviews of African Americans and African American led groups and
movements and their responses to events of the 20th and 21st centuries.

King: Man of Peace in a Time of War
Using rare archival footage and interviews, this documentary looks at the life of Dr. King through
three major conflicts: the struggle between black and white America, divisiveness within the civil
rights movements, and an undeclared war in Vietnam.

Our Friend, Martin
Featuring the voices of many Hollywood stars, this animation feature is a stirring tribute to the
legacy of Dr. King.

Roots
This epic 1977 television mini-series won nine Emmys, a Golden Globe, and a Peabody Award.
Its finale remains as the third highest rated television program ever.

Say Amen, Somebody
Thomas A. Dorsey, the “Father of Gospel Music”, and Willie May Ford Smith, early pioneer
within the development of gospel music, are chronicled along with others in this stirring tribute to
one of America's greatest music genres.

Something the Lord Made
This Emmy and Peabody award winning HBO film is based on the true life story of Vivien
Thomas. His rise above poverty and racism catapulted him into his position as a cardiac surgery
pioneer and surgical instructor, with no university medical training.

A Woman Called Moses
In one of her best performances, Cicely Tyson stars as Harriet Tubman in this 1977 television
mini-series.
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