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February 2009
“The Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas”
“A century ago, an interracial group of Americans joined together and formed the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Two generations after
emancipation, a tide of racism had betrayed the promise of first-class citizenship. In the
South, whites had stripped blacks of the right to vote and constructed a society based on
racial segregation. In the North, African Americans confronted myriad forms of
discrimination that thwarted their aspirations. The Supreme Court turned a blind eye to the
denigration of American citizenship taking place across the land and in the government itself.
“The story of the NAACP is the story of struggle to create and maintain equal citizenship
for all Americans. Through exposing the horrors of lynching, keeping the issue of equality
before the courts, and organizing branches throughout the country, the NAACP drew a national
following and inspired others to form organizations for racial change. The NAACP's work
gave hope not only to blacks in the North, but to men and women in the South like Rosa
Parks and Medgar Evers” (www.asalh.org).
The following is a selected list of books, videos, and websites that will help you learn
more about African American history. All books and videos are available at the Norfolk Public
Library, and the websites may be viewed online at any of the public computer stations located in
the library or from home.

Notable Titles of Interest
Autobiography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley.
Chosen by Time magazine as one of the “ten most important nonfiction
books of the century,” this is the autobiography of the passionate Black Muslim
leader of the Civil Rights movement.
Before the Mayflower: A History of Black America by Lerone Bennett.
Bennett begins his seminal study of Black experience in America in western
Africa and continues his historical timeline from the Colonial period through the
1970's.
Eyes on the Prize: America's Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965 by Juan Williams.
A companion to the acclaimed PBS documentary traces the Civil Rights
movement from the landmark Brown v. the Board of Education case in 1954, to the March on
Selma, and the passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965.

Fire Next Time by James Baldwin.
Baldwin expressed his frustration with the reluctance of the federal government to deal
effectively with segregation in the South and his fear that militant separatists might persuade
black Americans that integration was a farce.
From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans by John Hope Franklin.
The definitive and most popular one-volume text on African American History.
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou.
The first of her autobiographical works, Angelou recounts the dramatic
events of her first 16 years, coming-of-age, and awakening to activism..
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass.
This literary masterpiece of a three part memoir tells the story of a young
slave’s self discovery, which propels him on his successful journey to freedom.
"The Norfolk 17”: A Personal Narrative on Desegregation in Norfolk, Virginia,
in 1958-1962 by Andrew I. Heidelberg.
Chronicles the heroic efforts of 17 students who were the first to desegregate six previously allwhite public schools in Norfolk, Virginia.

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry.
Hansberry’s award-winning drama deals with the Younger family’s struggle for the
American dream.
Souls of Black Folk by W.E. B. DuBois.
This book of essays about black American life and demand for racial justice is called by
many the most important book written by an African American.
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston.
Through her classic novel of poetic American literature, Hurston tells the story of Janie’s
universal experiences of pain and happiness and love and loss, through humor and compassion.

Nonfiction
April 4, 1968: Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Death and How it Changed America by Michael Eric
Dyson.
A cultural critic reassesses the late civil rights leader's significance and influence on
American society, as well as the ways in which his death transformed the discussion of race in
America and left a daunting model for aspiring black leaders.
African Americans: A Concise History by Darlene Clark Hine.
A compelling story of survival, struggle, and triumph over adversity. Readers will learn
an appreciation of the central place of black people and black culture in this country, and a better
understanding of both African-American and American history.

Becoming American: the African American Journey by Howard Dodson.
A timeline of African American and global African Diasporan history,
primary documents, speeches, prose, and poetry compiled by a leading scholar
of African American history and culture.
Becoming King: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Making of a National Leader
by Troy Jackson.
A unique portrait of the civil-rights struggle in
Montgomery, Ala., and how it shaped one of the country's foremost revolutionaries.
Carolina Clay: The Life and Legend of the Slave Potter Dave by Leonard Todd.
Describes the life of slave potter Dave, whose exceptional pottery was often
inscribed by poetry when literacy for blacks was illegal and resulted in brutal
treatment. His jars are exhibited in America’s finest museums.
Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by
Barack Obama.
The son of an African father and white American mother discusses his
childhood in Indonesia and Hawaii, his struggle to find his identity as an African
American, his deepening religious convictions, and his work among the poor in
Chicago.
The Essential Writings of James Weldon Johnson by James Weldon Johnson.
A single-volume compilation of some of the most important writings by
the early twentieth-century African American intellectual and activist features
two short plays, the novel Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man, poems from God's Trombones
and St. Peter Relates an Incident, and important cultural and political essays.
Freedom's Sword: The NAACP and the Struggle Against Racism in America, 1909-1969 by
Gilbert Jonas.
A comprehensive study of the history of the NAACP.
The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family by Annette Gordon-Reed.
The 2008 National Book Award winner for nonfiction, Gordon-Reed
traces the history of the Hemings family from early eighteenth-century Virginia
to their dispersal after Thomas Jefferson’s death in 1826, and describes their
family ties to the third president against a backdrop of Revolutionary America
and the French Revolution.
Hog & Hominy: Soul Food from Africa to America by Frederick Douglass
Opie.
Explores the rich culinary origins of soul food that are rooted in world
history, including the colonization of America and the Atlantic slave trade.

It's Bigger than Hip-Hop: The Rise of the Post-Hip-Hop Generation by M.K. Asante, Jr.
Looks at Hip Hop as a cultural force beyond music and the generation that sees beyond
the corporate-manufactured hip hop and is building a movement of social change,
Letter to My Daughter by Maya Angelou.
This new collection of short essays includes personal reminiscences, hard-won wisdom,
and inspirational ideas addressed to a daughter she never had.
Malcolm X, African American Revolutionary by Dennis D. Wainstock.
This biography begins with Malcolm's seven-year imprisonment from age 21 and
continues through his official adoption of the religion of the Nation of Islam; his ministry at
Elijah Muhammad's Temple Number Seven and other contributions to the Nation's growth; his
disillusionment and rejection of the Nation's teachings; and his pilgrimage to Mecca and other
international travels.
NAACP: Celebrating 100 Years.
This collection of photographs and documents highlights the
history of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), the oldest civil rights organization in the world.
This work reflects the group's pursuit of social justice and fair play,
through marches and lawsuits, and its aim to end an assumption of
racial inferiority inflicted by others.”- Reed Business Information
The NAACP's Legal Strategy Against Segregated Education: 1925-1950 by Mark V. Tushnet.
Presents the story of the NAACP's legal campaign against segregated schools as a case
study in public interest law, which in fact began in the United States with that very campaign.
The New African-American Kitchen by Angela Shelf Medearis.
The popular host of “The Kitchen Diva” PBS series shares culturally rich recipes inspired
by the flavors of Africa, the Caribbean, and the ethnic regions of the Americas, in a volume that
features African Mozambique Shrimp, Caribbean Jerk Pork, and Chicken with Peaches.
Renegade for Peace and Justice: Congresswoman Barbara Lee Speaks for Me by Barbara Lee.
The California congresswoman and Nobel Peace Prize nominee traces her rise to become
one of the nation’s most respected and progressive voices, the cycles of domestic abuse that
marked her earlier years, and her solitary vote against the resolution to give President Bush
greater executive powers to wage war.
Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North by Thomas J.
Sugrue.
A new look at the events, issues, and people of the American Civil
Rights movement in the urban North, Sugrue documents the battle against
segregation, conflict, and racial injustice and how it differed from and was
inspired by events in the South.

Walter White: The Dilemma of Black Identity in America by Thomas Dyja.
This portrait of the influential secretary of the NAACP (1931-1955) explores his
dedication to advancing civil rights in America, tracing his role in ending lynching,
desegregating the armed forces, creating the legal strategy that led to Brown v. Board of
Education, and hosting a premier salon for the Harlem Renaissance.

Juvenile Nonfiction
Twelve Rounds to Glory: The Story of Muhammad Ali by Charles R. Smith Jr.
A brief biography in verse of boxer Muhammad Ali.
Barack Obama by Stephen Feinstein.
An elementary biography of U.S. Senator Barack Obama that presents the inspirational
story of his childhood, ethnic background, family, and career in politics.
Barack Obama: Son of Promise, Child of Hope by Nikki Grimes;
illustrated by Bryan Collier.
A poetic and inspiring biography of the childhood of the 44th
president.
Birmingham, 1963 by Carole Boston Weatherford.
A touching and understated free verse narrative of an unnamed girl
who witnessed the Sixteen Street Baptist Church bombings, the Children’s
March, and the “I Have a Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial. Illustrated with archival
photographs, it is the winner of the 2008 Jefferson Cup Award from the Virginia Library
Association.
Black Heroes of the American Revolution by Burke Davis.
An account of the black soldiers, sailors, spies, scouts, guides, and wagoners who
participated and sacrificed in the struggle for American independence
Hip Hop Speaks to Children: A Celebration of Poetry with a Beat edited by Nikki Giovanni.
Poetry is presented with a beat in 51 selections including the works of Langston Hughes,
W.E.B. DuBois, Kanye West, Mos Def, and Queen Latifah.
Horace Pippin by Mike Venezia.
Presents the life and work of the African American folk artist who had to overcome a
severe injury to his right arm in order to paint.
Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson by Sue Stauffacher.
Considered a troublesome child by family and friends alike, Buddy Walker sees the raw
talent of this Harlem native and decides to take her under his wing to build her tennis skills,
challenging her to become a great player who eventually earns the title of the first AfricanAmerican to ever play at and win the celebrated Wimbledon Cup.

Robert Smalls: The Boat Thief by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
Robert Smalls believed in the “inherent justice” of American democracy and in the
principles in the Declaration of Independence. The daring sailor led six slaves to capture the
Confederate gunship The Planter and delivered it to the Union Navy – securing freedom to his
family members also on board. Quickly made the ship’s captain, he fought in many critical
battles and eloquently advocated for racial equality.
The NAACP: An Organization Working to End Discrimination by Andrew Santella.
The birth of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the fight
against lynching, the NAACP in the courts, the Civil Rights Movement, new directions, timeline.
When the Children Marched: the Birmingham Civil Rights Movement
by Robert H. Mayer.
Discusses the Birmingham Civil Rights movement, the great
leaders of the movement, and the role of the children who helped fight for
equal rights and to end segregation in Birmingham.
Yes We Can: A Biography of Barack Obama by Garen Thomas.
Highlights the life and accomplishments of the Harvard Law
School graduate, legislator, civil rights lawyer, and 2008 presidential
candidate.

Juvenile & Young Adult Fiction
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation
by M.T. Anderson (YA).
In this fictional Revolution-era pair of novels, Octavian, a black 16
year-old raised in a Boston household of radical philosophers, is given an
excellent classical education, but only as part of an experiment to prove the
intellectual abilities of Africans. Exacting in its research and written in an
Eighteenth Century style, its exploration of racism, identity, and free will are
equally relevant today. Awarded the 2006 National Book Award for Young
People’s Literature.
Copper Sun by Sharon M. Draper (YA).
Two fifteen-year-old girls--one a slave and the other an indentured servant--escape their
Carolina plantation and try to make their way to Fort Moses, Florida, a Spanish colony that gives
sanctuary to slaves. Winner of the 2007 Coretta Scott King Award.
Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers (YA & Adult).
Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school, enlists in the Army
in the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in Vietnam.

Fire From the Rock by Sharon M. Draper (YA).
In 1957 Sylvia Patterson’s life--that of a normal African American teenager-is disrupted by the impending integration of Little Rock's Central High when she is
selected to be one of the first black students to attend the previously all white
school. Includes related websites.
Marked by Fire by Joyce Carol Thomas (Juv).
Abyssinia Jackson, born in an Oklahoma cotton field in the wake of a
tornado, is the pride and joy of her family, church, and community until a series of
natural disasters and personal attacks threaten to break her spirit, but Mother Barker
and her lessons in folk medicine help Abby survive.
More Than Anything Else by Marie Bradby (Juv).
An inspirational fictionalized story of nine-year-old Booker T.
Washington who works with his father and brother at the salt works but dreams
of the day when he’ll be able to read.
Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis (Juv & YA).
Ten-year-old Kenny and his eccentric family leave Flint, Michigan and
head for Birmingham, Alabama to visit Grandma during one of the stormiest
periods of the struggle for Civil Rights.

Juvenile DVD
Harriet Tubman produced by NEST Family Entertainment.
Animated biography of Harriet Tubman, the Moses of her people, who
helped more than 300 slaves escape to freedom in the North.
Our Friend, Martin produced by DIC Entertainment.
Featuring the voices of many Hollywood stars, this animated feature is
a stirring tribute to the legacy of Dr. King.
The Spirit of Frederick Douglass produced by Story Corporation of America.
Experience the life and story of Frederick Douglass, a born slave who escaped to freedom
and championed African-American rights and women’s rights in the United States.

DVD
10,000 Black Men Named George directed by Robert Townsend.
A stirring drama about A. Philip Randolph’s successful effort to form the first African
American union in America: the Pullman Porters.

Against the Odds: The Artists of the Harlem Renaissance directed by Amber Edwards.
Harlem in the 1920s and 1930s was the scene of a passionate outburst of creativity by
African-American visual artists. Rich archival footage, including newsreels and photographs,
recalls the influential force of the exhibitions, the vibrancy of Harlem and the many significant
personalities that shaped the movement, such as William E. Harmon, W.E.B. DuBois and Alain
Locke.
Barack Obama produced by A&E Home Video.
Chronicles the career of Illinois Senator Barack Obama, and his candidacy in the 2008
presidential race.
Black in America produced by CNN.
Explores the varied experiences of black women and families and
investigates the disturbing statistics of single parenthood, racial
disparities between students and the devastating toll of HIV/AIDS.
Correspondent Soledad O’Brien reports on the progress of black women
in the workplace and the status of the black middle class.
How to Celebrate African American Holiday Kwanzaa produced by
Glamor Devine.
Observed December 26th through January 1st, Kwanzaa
celebrates the joy of family living and honors the contributions of
African Americans. Features symbols of the holiday, gift giving
guidelines, Kwanzaa foods, and much more.
King: Go Beyond the Dream to Discover the Man produced by NBC News.
Forty years after Martin Luther King’s assassination, newsman Tom Brokaw, takes
viewers through the extraordinary life and times of America’s civil rights visionary and the
relevance of Dr. King’s message in today’s world.
The Leaders: Breaking Racial Barriers in the NFL produced by the NFL Network.
An in-depth look at the history of African American players in the NFL - from Fritz
Pollard in the 1920s, the first African American player, to Indianapolis head coach Tony Dungy
in 2007 after winning Super Bowl XLI.
The Vernon Johns Story: The Road to Freedom staring James
Earl Jones.
The true story of the Rev. Vernon Johns, pastor of Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama in the early
1950s, and one of the earliest voices in the Civil Rights
Movement. A native of Virginia, his outspokenness against
segregation incited anger among local law enforcement and his
conservative church council voted him out as pastor. His
successor was the future civil rights activist the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Online Databases
Use your Norfolk Public Library card number for access to these resources found on our
database page (www.npl.lib.va.us/reference/reference.html) :
Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History
Click on Virtual Reference Library tab and scroll down to
“Multicultural Studies”.
The Encyclopedia covers all aspects of the African-American
experience from 1619 to the present day. Using biographies, historical
essays, and thematic pieces-many by the foremost scholars in the field-it
addresses a wide array of subjects in over 2,300 articles to fully define in
one source the cultural roots and current condition of the African American
community.
Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America
Click on Virtual Reference Library tab and scroll down to
“Multicultural Studies”.
The Encyclopedia contains essays on specific culture groups in the United States,
emphasizing religions, holidays, customs, and languages in addition to providing information on
historical background and settlement patterns. Each essay lists organizations, research centers,
and contact information for periodicals, radio, and television stations.
Heritage Quest Online: Freedman’s Bank Records
Click on History tab to access the Heritage Quest Online resources that include the Freedman’s
Bank records.
This is a database that documents more than 70,000 bank depositors and their dependants and
heirs immediately following the Civil War. The Freedman’s Bank Records is considered one of
the most important resources for African-American genealogical research.

Websites
African American Health
Contains links to health issues that affect African-Americans.
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/africanamericanhealth.html
African American Mosaic
A resource developed by the Library of Congress which covers the library's vast
collection of books, periodicals, prints, photographs, music, film and recorded sound.
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html

African American Topics
Covers many African American related topics and profiles of African American historical
leaders and current black celebrities.
http://www.africanamericans.com/
African American Web Connection
A selection of popular web pages on topics such as art, authors, history, and other index
sites; also includes annotated listings for online periodicals, resources for children, and a
directory of churches.
http://www.aawc.com/Zaawc0.html
American Slave Narratives: An Online Anthology
The University of Virginia’s collection of full-text narratives from thirteen African
American former slaves.
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/wpa/wpahome.html
Association for the Study of African American Life and History
The ASALH promotes research, preserves, interprets and disseminates information about
Black life, history and culture to the global community. Established in 1915 by Dr. Carter G.
Woodson, the ASALH are the Founders of Black History Month.
http://www.asalh.org/
AT&T Knowledge Network: Patchwork of African American Life
From Pacific Bell, this site was "created to support students as they explore topics related
to Black History and African-American issues." It has articles and activities for Black History
Month, African American History, and speeches and papers by Martin Luther King, Malcolm X,
Nelson Mandela, and others.
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/BHM/index.html
Black Quest
African American History, Culture, and Black Studies Resources available online.
http://www.blackquest.com/link.htm
City of Norfolk
Timeline of 20th Century Norfolk History.
http://www.norfolk.gov/About/20th_century.asp
Documenting the American South
From the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, this site “presents primary source
materials documenting the cultural history of the American South from the viewpoint of
Southerners” and offers diaries, autobiographies, travel accounts, titles on slavery and regional
literature.
http://docsouth.unc.edu/

Encyclopedia Smithsonian: African American History and Culture
African American History and Culture online encyclopedia.
http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/History_and_Culture/AfricanAmerican_History.htm
Library of Congress American Memory Project (African American History)
Provides a list of the 17 African American collections which range from The Frederick
Douglass Papers to Southern Black Churches of the South.
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
Martin Luther King, Jr. Directory
Maintained by the Martin Luther King, Jr., Papers Project at Stanford University, this site
contains secondary documents written about King as well as primary documents written during
King's life.
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/
Organization of American Historians
Includes an online essay by Michael Hucles, “Emancipation's Impact on African
American Education in Norfolk, Virginia, 1862-1880,” about education during the
Reconstruction period.
http://www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/africanamerican/hucles.html
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
A national research library devoted to collecting, preserving and providing access to
resources documenting the experiences of peoples of African descent throughout the world.
http://www.nypl.org/research/sc/sc.html
Williamsburg: African American Experience
Slavery and African American life in Colonial Williamsburg during the 18th century
described with documents, articles, and online audio interviews.
http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/african/aahdr.cfm
University of Virginia
Television News Coverage of the Civil Rights Era in Virginia
http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/civilrightstv/
Old Dominion University
School Desegregation in Norfolk, Virginia Digital exhibit of reports, letters, speeches,
oral histories, biographical sketches for students and teachers.
www.lib.odu.edu/special/schooldesegregation/

Youth and Young Adult Websites
Culture and Change: Black History in America
An interesting website by Scholastic Publishing which allows students to publish their own
writings, listen to jazz music, and explore history through its interactive timeline.
http://www.teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/
Kulture Kids
Children click on a letter which corresponds to an event or person in black history.
http://www.aakulturezone.com/kidz/abc/index.html
Madison Voices
African American history online resources for kids.
http://www.madisonvoices.com/africanamericanhistory/for_kids.htm

School Desegregation in Norfolk
Norfolk’s Public Schools were desegregated on February 2, 1959 when six high schools
reopened with, despite abuse and discrimination, 17 black students attending formerly all-white
schools.
The following is a selected list of resources about school desegregation and the end of
Massive Resistance in Norfolk. This list includes biographies, popular history books, academic
dissertations, and websites.

Big Bang: Brown v. Board of Education by Oliver Hill.
The autobiography of the Richmond native who served as counsel in
many of the most important civil rights cases that resulted in ending legal
segregation because based on race including Davis v. Board of Education of
Prince Edward County, which was one of the five cases consolidated by the
United States Supreme Court which are generally known as Brown v. Board of
Education.
Dismantling Desegregation: The Quiet Reversal of Brown v. Board of
Education by Gary Orfield, Susan E. Eaton, and the Harvard Project on School
Desegregation.
In several rarely discussed decisions, including one as recent as June 1995, the Supreme
Court has opened the door for wide-scale abandonment of desegregation. With stinging profiles
of school districts nationwide, the authors analyze this devastating trend, offering evidence and
solutions guaranteed to stimulate national debate about the state of our schools today.

A documented history of the First Baptist Church, Bute Street, Norfolk, Virginia, 1800-1988 :
Rev. Dr. G. Murray, Pastor edited by the History and Archives Committee, First Baptist Church,
Bute Street, Margaret L. Gordon, chairman.
This church history includes a short section that briefly discusses the Church’s role in the
Civil Rights movement, and includes three excerpts from interviews conducted with members of
the “Norfolk 17.”
Ending Mandatory Busing for Desegregation in Norfolk, Virginia: A Case Study Explaining
the Decision Making Process in a Formerly De Jure Southern School District, dissertation by
Deborah Moira Jewell-Jackson. Harvard University, 1995.
In Their Own Interests: Race, Class, and Power in Twentieth-Century Norfolk, Virginia by
Earl Lewis.
Looks at the confluence of race, class, and power in Norfolk between 1865 and 1945 and
the apathy and decision making that racked the black community prior to 1950, giving a voice to
a community that had been neglected by historians.
A Lost Cause Revisited: Virginia’s Massive Resistance, 1954-1962; Dissertation by Ann
Elizabeth Burnette, A.E. (Ph.D). Northwestern University, 1996.
The Moderates’ Dilemma: Massive Resistance to School Desegregation in Virginia edited by
Matthew D. Lassiter and Andrew B. Lewis.
This compilation of essays explores this contentious period in Virginia’s history when
Governor Almond closed public schools in three cities provoking not only the NAACP but also
large numbers of white middle-class Virginians who organized to protest school closings.
Contributors argue that the moderate revolt against conservative resistance to integration
reshaped the balance of power in the state but also delayed substantial school desegregation.
"The Norfolk 17”: A Personal Narrative on Desegregation in
Norfolk, Virginia, in 1958-1962 by Andrew I. Heidelberg.
Chronicles the heroic efforts of 17 students who were the first to
desegregate six previously all-white public schools in Norfolk, Virginia.

P.B. Young, Newspaperman: Race, Politics, and Journalism in
the New South, 1910-1962 by Henry Lewis Suggs.
A biographical study of Norfolk’s leading black figure. He
was owner and editor of Norfolk's Journal and Guide, one of the
leading black newspapers in the country. Young’s views about
black education, school desegregation, self-help, and interracial
cooperation are included.
A Rumbling in the Museum: The Opponents of a Virginia
Massive Resistance, dissertation by James Howard Hershman, Jr. (Ph.D.) University of Virginia,
1978.

Pride and Prejudice: School Desegregation and Urban Renewal in Norfolk, 1950-1959 by
Forrest R. White.
White establishes that the history of school desegregation began much earlier than
commonly thought. With almost a decade of planning, redevelopment, and urban renewal
initiatives, he argues that school boards and administrators were only minor actors in a cast that
included mayors, city councils, and state legislators. Two events make the history of Norfolk in
the 1950s remarkable: the voracity of its attack upon urban blight and the ferocity of its official
resistance to school desegregation.
Standing Before the Shouting Mob: Lenoir Chambers and Virginia's Massive Resistance to
Public-School Integration by Alexander Leidholdt.
Leidhold looks at the role of the Pulitzer Prize-winning editor of the Virginian-Pilot
newspaper in support of peaceful implementation of the Supreme Court’s order to desegregate
public schools, explores the influences that shaped his racial views, and places him within the
context of Southern journalism as the only moderate newspaper editor in Tidewater,
A Study of the Norfolk Public School Desegregation Process. Dissertation by Frank Warren
Cool III (Ed.D.) Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1984.
This examination of the integration crisis includes firsthand accounts from the
participants. It explains how the Beckett court case cracked the segregationist School Board
policies and was one of several federal court cases that worked to dismantle segregation within
Norfolk’s public school system.
The Turning of a City's Soul: Norfolk's Public School Integration Crisis, 1954-1959, thesis by
James Andrew Nichols. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 2003.
This work examines the integration crisis that the City of Norfolk, Virginia underwent
between 1954 and 1959 with an epilogue that carries Norfolk’s desegregation story through to
1986. Available online at: http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/available/etd-09192003-125601

Websites
www.lib.odu.edu/special/schooldesegregation/
Old Dominion University: School Desegregation in Norfolk; Virginia Digital exhibit of
reports, letters, speeches, oral histories, a biographical sketches for students and teachers.
http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/civilrightstv/
University of Virginia: Television News Coverage of the Civil Rights Era in Virginia.

