Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Pride Month Booklist
June 2014
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month is celebrated to commemorate the
contributions of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people in the United States and around
the world. In 1999, President Bill Clinton issued a presidential proclamation designating June as
Gay and Lesbian Pride Month to mark the thirtieth anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising in New
York City the night of June 27, 1969. Themes are selected each year by various organizations
including the Library of Congress.
Other dates are also commemorated. The last Sunday in June is celebrated as Gay Pride Day. In
1994, a coalition of education-based organizations in the United States designated October as
LGBT History Month. The 11th of October is recognized internationally as National Coming Out
Day, an awareness day that originated in 1988 in the United States for coming out and
discussions for and about lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people.
Following is a selection of books, films, websites and other resources for leisure and
educational purposes about gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. All books and films
are available at the Norfolk Public Library, and the websites may be viewed online at any of the
public computer stations located in the library. Databases will require your library card number
if at home. For more suggestions, see previous years’ booklists on the NPL website.

FICTION

The following list is selected recent fictional works by award winning authors, recent best
sellers, and books that provide insight into Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered culture
and the human condition through stories set in America and beyond.
Cross and Burn
(Val McDermid) The crime fighting team of clinical psychologist Tony Hill and police
detective Carol Jordan investigate a serial killer who is targeting women who look
suspiciously like Carol.
The Daylight Gate
(Jeanette Winterson) Alice Nutter fights for justice when a group of Pendle women
are accused of witchcraft during the reign of England's James I, when being Catholic
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was considered an act of treason and the Latin High Mass is comparable to the satanic Black
Mass.
Fire Year: Stories
(Jason Friedman) Jason K. Friedman investigates art, sexuality, love, and religion in
seven unconventional and engrossing short stories. A gay man attends his high school
reunion in Savannah, where he's pursued by the now-married former football star. An
awkward teenager grapples with notions of God and girls at his bar mitzvah. A moving
picture of the trials religious, cultural, and sexual minorities experience in Georgia and
the Deep South.
Golden Boy: A Novel
(Abigail Tarttelin) Presenting themselves to the world as an effortlessly excellent
family, successful criminal lawyer Karen, her Parliament candidate husband, and her
intelligent athlete son, Max, find their world crumbling in the wake of a friend's
betrayal and the secret about Max's intersexual identity.
Hild: A Novel
(Nicola Griffith) Hild is a young woman at the heart of the violence, subtlety, and
mysticism of the early Middle Ages—all of it brilliantly and accurately evoked by
Nicola Griffith’s luminous prose. Working from what little historical record is extant;
Griffith has brought a beautiful, brutal world to vivid, absorbing life.
The Two Hotel Francforts: A Novel
(David Leavitt) It is the summer of 1940, and Lisbon, Portugal, is the only neutral port left in
Europe--a city filled with spies, crowned heads, and refugees of every nationality,
tipping back absinthe to while away the time until their escape. Awaiting safe
passage to New York on the SS Manhattan, two couples meet: Pete and Julia
Winters, expatriate Americans fleeing their sedate life in Paris; and Edward and Iris
Freleng, sophisticated, independently wealthy, bohemian, and beset by the social
and sexual anxieties of their class.
Taken By the Wind
(Ellen Hart) PI and restaurateur Jane Lawless must track down two missing teenagers
Although Eric and Andrew have been trying to keep up a semblance of normal life,
they know their thirteen-year-old son Jack has been having a tough time of it since
they separated.
Virginia Lovers
(Michael Parker) When a gay teenager is murdered in small-town Trent, North
Carolina, the local newspaper editor finds himself further involved in the crime when
both his teenaged sons run away from home.
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We Are Water: A Novel
(Wally Lamb) In middle age, Annie Oh--wife, mother, and outsider artist--has shaken her family
to its core. After twenty-seven years of marriage and three children, Annie has fallen in love
with Viveca, the wealthy, cultured, confident Manhattan art dealer who orchestrated her
professional success
The Wild Beasts of Wuhan: An Ava Lee Novel
(Ian Hamilton) Wong Changxing, a rich Chinese powerbroker, has just been bilked out
of $100 million in an elaborate art forgery con. His one hope of recovering the money,
and of saving face, is Ava Lee--a forensic accountant with a talent for tracking down
untraceable funds. With the help of her mentor, the Triad-connected Uncle, Ava traces
the provenance of the meticulously forged paintings to Denmark, the Faroe Islands,
New York, and London.

NONFICTION

The following list is selected recent nonfiction by award winning authors, recent best sellers,
and books that provide insight into Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered history, social
issues, and culture in America and throughout the world.
American Savage: Insights, Slights, and Fights on Faith, Sex, Love, and Politics
(Dan Savage) In American Savage, Dan Savage writes on topics ranging from marriage,
parenting, and the gay agenda to the Catholic Church and sex education.
Blue Is the Warmest Color
(Julie Moroh) Clementine, a high school student, has an average life: she has friends,
family, and the romantic attention of the boys in her school. When her openly gay best
friend takes her out on the town, she wanders into a lesbian bar where she encounters
Emma: a punkish, confident girl with blue hair. Their attraction is instant and electric,
and Clementine finds herself in a relationship that will test her friends, parents, and her
own ideas about herself and her identity. This graphic novel was adapted into a movie
with the same title in 2013.
The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths about the Murder of Matthew Shepard
(Stephen Jimenez) What role did crystal meth and other previously underreported
factors play in the brutal murder of gay college student Matthew Shepard? The Book of
Matt is a page-turning cautionary tale that humanizes and de-mythologizes
Matthew while following the evidence where it leads, without regard to the politics that
have long attended this American tragedy.
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Calling Dr. Laura: A Graphic Memoir
(Georges, Nicole J) After discovering that who she thought was her father was indeed
not, Portland-based "zinester" Nicole Georges embarks upon a journey of identity.
Darling: A Spiritual Autobiography
(Richard Rodriguez) Examines international religious violence, growing public atheism
in the West, and the author's religious rejection for his homosexuality, exploring
subjects ranging from Jerusalem and Silicon Valley to Lance Armstrong and Mother
Teresa.
Fairyland: A Memoir of My Father
(Alysia Abbott) Describes the author's life being raised by her widowed, bi-sexual
father in the liberating cultural mecca of San Francisco in the 1970s and 1980s and
how AIDS began claiming the lives of their friends and eventually her father.
Forcing the Spring: Inside the Fight for Marriage Equality
(Jo Becker) Details how a small but determined group of political and media insiders
took the fight for marriage equality all the way to the Supreme Court. Gay activists
and Hollywood liberals joined together to enlist attorneys Ted Olson and David
Boies--the opposing counsels on the Supreme Court's infamous Bush v. Gore ruling-to bring a controversial legal case against Proposition 8 before the highest court in
the land.
Gay Parenting
(Beth Rosenthal) This book explores the topics relating to children raised by gay or
lesbian couples by presenting varied expert opinions that examine many of the
different aspects that comprise these issues. The viewpoints are selected from a wide
range of highly respected and often hard-to-find sources and publications. Allows the
reader to attain the higher-level critical thinking and reading skills that are essential in
a culture of diverse and contradictory opinions.
Rainbow Theology: Bridging Race, Sexuality, and Spirit
(Patrick S Cheng) This is the first book to reflect upon the theological significance of
the intersections of race and queer sexuality across multiple ethnic and cultural
groups. This is particularly important in light of the current polarizing debates over
issues of race, sexuality, and religion within churches and communities of faith
around the world.
The Soundtrack of My Life
(Clive Davis) The chief creative officer of Sony Music presents a candid assessment of
his life and the past half-century of popular music from an insider's perspective,
tracing his work with a wide array of stars and personalities.
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Warrior Princess: A U.S. Navy Seal's Journey to Coming Out Transgender
(Kristin Beck) It is about a fight to be free inside one’s own body, a fight that requires
the strength of a Warrior Princess. Kristin’s story of boy to woman explores the
tangled emotions of the transgender experience and opens up a new dialogue about
being male or female: Is gender merely between your legs or is it something much
bigger?
What's Wrong with Homosexuality?
(John Corvino) For the last twenty years, John Corvino - widely known as the author of
the weekly column "The Gay Moralist" - has traversed the country responding to
moral and religious arguments against same-sex relationships. In this timely book, he
shares that experience - addressing the standard objections to homosexuality and
offering insight into the culture wars more generally.
We Do!: American Leaders Who Believe in Marriage Equality
(Jennifer Baumgardner) Presents a collection of essays, commentaries, and speeches
from politicians across the United States in support of marriage equality.
"You Can Tell Just by Looking": And 20 Other Myths about LGBT Life and People
(Michael Bronski) Breaks down the most commonly held misconceptions about
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people and their lives. You Can Tell Just by
Looking unpacks enduring, popular, and deeply held myths about lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender people, culture, and life in America. A 2014 Lambda Literary
Award Finalist.

YA FICTION and NONFICITON

The following is a list of selected recent fiction and nonfiction for teens about families that
include Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered teens and other family members, by awardwinning authors, recent best selling and acclaimed books.
Beautiful Music for Ugly Children
Gabe has always identified as a boy, but he was born with a girl's body. With his new
public access radio show gaining in popularity, Gabe struggles with romance, friendships,
and parents--all while trying to come out as transgendered. An audition for a station in
Minneapolis looks like his ticket to a better life in the big city. But his entire future is
threatened when several violent guys find out Gabe, the popular DJ, is also Elizabeth from
school.
Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak Out
(Susan Kuklin) Author and photographer Susan Kuklin met and interviewed six
transgender or gender-neutral young adults and used her considerable skills to
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represent them thoughtfully and respectfully before, during, and after their personal
acknowledgment of gender preference.
Fat Angie
(Trujillo Charlton) Angie overeats to cope with the taunts of the ultra-mean girls, her
attempted suicide in front of a packed gym, and the status of her captured war-hero
sister, until KC Romance comes to town and sees Angie for who she really is.
Freakboy
(Clark, Kristin Elizabeth) Living a seemingly idyllic existence as a star wrestler and video
game aficionado, Brendan endures the psychological torment of having a secret
transgender identity while his loving girlfriend, Vanessa, struggles to protect their
relationship.
Just Between Us
(J. H Trumble) Seventeen-year-old Luke falls for new guy Curtis, who is secretly HIV
positive, but when the two become involved, Curtis has trouble distancing himself from
Luke in order to protect him from infection.
Openly Straight
(Bill Konigsberg) Rafe Goldberg has been out since 8th grade, and he isn't teased, and
he goes to other high schools and talks about tolerance and stuff. And while that's
important, all Rafe really wants is to just be a regular guy. Tired of being known as
"the gay kid," he decides to assume a new persona when he enters an elite prep
school--but this has both complications and unexpected consequences.
Queer: The Ultimate LGBT Guide for Teens
(Kathy Belge and Marke Bieschke) A guide that helps LGBT teens come out to friends
and family, navigate their new LGBT social life, figure out if a crush is also queer, and
rise up against bigotry and homophobia.
Rapture Practice: A True Story
(Aaron Hartzler) In this funny and heartfelt coming-of-age memoir, debut author
Aaron Hartzler recalls his teenage journey to find the person he is without losing the
family that loves him. It's a story about losing your faith and finding your place and
your own truth--which is always stranger than fiction.
The Secret Ingredient
(Stewart Lewis) After a chance meeting with a psychic, Olivia, a teen cook living in Los
Angeles with her two dads and misfit brother, finds a vintage cookbook with
handwritten notes inside and pieces together a story that turns a normal summer
into a search for her birth mother.
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The Summer Prince
(Alaya Dawn Johnson) In a Brazil of the distant future, June Costa falls in love with
Enki, a fellow artist and rebel against the strict limits of the legendary pyramid city of
Palmares Três' matriarchal government, knowing that, like all Summer Kings before
him, Enki is destined to die.
Two Boys Kissing
(David Levithan) This award-winning novel, based on true events, is the story of Harry
and Craig, two 17-year-olds who are about to take part in a 32-hour marathon of
kissing to set a new Guinness World Record—all of which is narrated by a Greek
Chorus of the generation of gay men lost to AIDS. While the two increasingly
dehydrated and sleep-deprived boys are locking lips, they become a focal point in the
lives of other teen boys dealing with languishing long-term relationships, coming out,
navigating gender identity, and the internet.
What If? : Answers to Questions about What It Means to Be Gay and Lesbian
(Eric Marcus) Offers answers to questions young readers might ask about gay people,
whether those questions concern a friend, a family member, or themselves.

JUVENILE FICTION and NON-FICTION

The following is a list of selected fiction and nonfiction for young people about families that
include Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered family members by award-winning authors,
recent best selling and acclaimed books.
And Tango Makes Three
(Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell; ill. by Henry Cole) At New York City’s Central
Park Zoo, two male penguins fall in love and start a family by taking turns sitting on
an abandoned egg until it hatches.
Antonio’s Card
(Rigoberto Gonzalez) With Mother’s Day coming, Antonio finds he has to decide
about what is important to him when his classmates make fun of the unusual
appearance of his mother’s partner, Leslie.
Better Nate than Ever
(Tim Federle) An eighth-grader who dreams of performing in a Broadway musical
concocts a plan to run away to New York and audition for the role of Elliot in the
musical version of "E.T." This award-winning book is also available as an
eAudiobook.
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Daddy’s Roommate
(Michael Willhoite) A young boy discusses his divorced father’s new living situation, in which
the father and his gay roommate share eating, doing chores, playing, loving, and living.
Heather Has Two Mommies
(Leslea Newman) When Heather goes to playgroup, at first she feels bad because
she has two mothers and no father, but then she learns that there are lots of
different kinds of families and the most important thing is that all the people love
each other.
In Our Mothers’ House
(Patricia Palacco) Three young children experience the joys and challenges of
being raised by two mothers.
King & King & Family
(Linda de Haan) When the queen insists that the prince get married and take over as
king, the search for a suitable mate does not turn out as expected.
Mommy, Mama, and Me
(Lesléa Newman; ill. by Carol Thompson) Rhythmic text and illustrations with
universal appeal show a toddler spending the day with its mommies. From hideand-seek to dress-up, then bath time and a kiss goodnight, there’s no limit to what
a loving family can do together.
My Princess Boy: A Mom’s Story About a Young Boy Who Loves to Dress Up
(Cheryl Kilodavis; ill. by Suzanne DeSimone) Four-year-old Dyson loves pink,
sparkly things. Sometimes he wears dresses. Sometimes he wears jeans. He likes
to wear his princess tiara, even when climbing trees. A nonfiction picture book
about acceptance that gives children and adults a tool to talk about unconditional
friendship
No Girls Allowed: Tales of Daring Women Dressed as Men for Love, Freedom
and Adventure
(Susan Hughes) A female pharaoh? A woman general in the Kahn’s army? A
female Viking raider? No way, you say? Look again. Appearances can be deceiving.
See You at Harry’s
(Jo Knowles) Twelve-year-old Fern feels invisible in her family, where grumpy
eighteen-year-old Sarah is working at the family restaurant, fourteen-year-old
Holden is struggling with school bullies and his emerging homosexuality, and
adorable, three-year-old Charlie is always the center of attention, and when
tragedy strikes, the fragile bond holding the family together is stretched almost to
the breaking point.
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Uncle Bobby’s Wedding
(Sarah S. Brannen) Chloe is jealous and sad when her favorite Uncle announces
that he will be getting married, but as she gets to know Jamie better and becomes
involved in planning the wedding, she discovers that she will always be special to
Uncle Bobby—and to Uncle Jamie, too.

DVD

The following selected films provide insight into Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered
history, social issues, and culture in America and throughout the world with drama and humor.
Although not rated by the MPAA, many of the not rated films are the equivalent of an R rating.
American Experience: Stonewall Uprising
This historical PBS documentary tells the story of the infamous Stonewall Uprising -a police raid launched on a Mafia-run gay bar in Greenwich Village in the early '60s - not for its ties to the Mafia, but for its ties to the gay community. Saddled with
prejudice and oppression at every other turn in conservative society, the gays and
lesbians did something unprecedented in response to the raid, by fighting back.
Any Day Now (2013) (Rated R)
When a teenager with Down syndrome is abandoned by his mother, a gay couple
takes him in and becomes the loving family he's never had. But when their living
arrangement is discovered, the men are forced to fight a biased legal system to
save the life of the child they have come to love as their own.
Behind the Candelabra (Rated R)
This HBO Films drama recreates the glittering private world of Liberace, the
flamboyant, phenomenally successful entertainer whose extravagant costumes,
trademark candelabra, and elaborate stage shows made him the most bankable
entertainer of his time. Based on the book by the same title by Scott Thorson.
Farewell, My Queen [Les adieux a la reine] (Rated R)
Sidonie, who serves as reader to Marie Antoinette and displays a singular romantic
devotion to the queen, witnesses the final days of the French Revolution from
inside the walls of the Palace of Versailles. The film is seen from Sidonie's point of
view, and the story takes place over the course of four days. Based on the novel
with the name title by Chantal Thomas.
Freier Fall [Free Fall] (Not rated)
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When married police office and expectant father Marc starts to fall for a fellow policeman,
stirring feelings he has never felt before, he finds his world spinning out of control. Awardwinning German film.
Jitters (Not rated)
A 16-year old Icelandic boy's first kiss with another boy gives him "jitters"--feelings
he can't deny. This is a well-written film that captures the confusion and excitement
of being a teenager, with an attractive ensemble cast. The film follows the lives of
several teens and the challenges they face, in particular with their parents.
Prayers for Bobby
Sigourney Weaver stars in this emotional true story about a 1970s religious
suburban housewife and mother who struggles to accept her young son Bobby being
gay. What happens to Bobby is tragic and causes Mary to question her faith;
ultimately this mom changes her views in ways she never could have imagined her
views in ways that she never could have imagined.
Romeos (Not rated)
A transgendered 20 year old gets swept up in the Cologne gay scene, and struggles
to reveal his deepest secret after meeting the masculine boy of his dreams in this
compassionate tale of sexual awakening. Lukas is a pre-op transgendered individual
who was born female. Placed in a residential hall filled with female nurses as part of
his community service, Lukas is struggling with the complexities of social
acceptance. He catches the eye of Fabio, a handsome, outgoing guy possessing
every ounce of confidence Lukas lacks. Meanwhile, Lukas realizes that in order to be truly
accepted by Fabio, he must somehow find a means of revealing his most intimate secret.
What Happens Next (Rated R)
After rich businessman Paul Greco retires early, his imperious sister Elise tries to get him to
settle down with the woman of her choosing. But Paul seems more interested in developing his
friendship with Andy, a charming young man he meets at a dog park.

WEBSITES

The following websites will provide information on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered
history, social issues, and culture in Norfolk, America and throughout the world, providing
insight from recent issues to ancient history.
The Advocate: www.advocate.com
A website and print magazine for Gay and Lesbian advocacy.
HIVPlus Magazine: www.HIVPlusMag.com
A magazine website offering stories on AIDS research, economics, and treatment.
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Gay and Lesbian Alliance against Defamation: www.GLAAD.org
Anti-defamation organization that encourages positive portrayals of people in the GLBT
community.
Gay and Lesbian News: www.topix.net/news/gay
Aggregate of news from international online sources.
GLSEN (The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network): www.glsen.org
A benefactor of the It Gets Better Project, GLSEN is a national education organization working
to ensure safe schools for all students, regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity.
Hampton Roads Pride: http://hamptonroadspride.shuttlepod.org
Provides links to Hampton Roads area community centers, support and services organizations,
social groups, political advocacy groups, religious and spiritual communities, recreation, college
and university groups, and the local Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
organization. Hampton Roads Pride also sponsors local events including PRIDEfest, August 23,
2014 at Norfolk’s Town Point Park.
International Lesbian and Gay Association: http://www.ilga.org
International organization of national groups that work for human and civil rights of GLBT
people.
It Gets Better Project: http://www.itgetsbetter.org
Developed from a YouTube video, The It Gets Better Project was created to show young LGBT
people the levels of happiness, potential, and positivity their lives will reach – if they can just
get through their teen years. The companion book It Gets Better by Dan Savage is also
available.
The LGBT Center of Hampton Roads http://accessaids.org/
Opened in 2011, the LGBT Center provides a safe space, services, resources, education and
support to the LGBT community in Hampton Roads. It is connected to Access AIDS Care in
Norfolk.
Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/lgbt/
The Library’s numerous collections contain many books, posters, sound recordings, manuscripts
and other material produced by, about and for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
(LGBT) community. The website includes stories, profiles, and online resources.
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force: thetaskforce.org/
Works to build the grassroots political power of the LGBT community to win complete equality.
Out and Equal: www.outandequal.org
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A non-profit organization dedicated to achieving workplace equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender employees and professionals.
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays): http://community.pflag.org
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) is a national non-profit organization.
PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons,
their families and friends through: support, to cope with an adverse society; education, to
enlighten an ill-informed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination and to secure equal civil
rights.
Stonewall National Museum: http://stonewallnationalmuseum.org
Library dedicated to gay and lesbian history and archives with an emphasis on the southeastern
United States.
Lambda Literary: www.lambdaliterary.org
A leader in LGBT book reviews, author interviews, opinion and news since 1989.

DATABASES

Use your Norfolk Public Library card number for access to these resources found on our
database page http://www.npl.lib.va.us/research/databases
Biography Resource Center
Includes full-text articles from hundreds of periodicals. Search for people based on one or more
personal facts such as birth and death year, nationality, ethnicity, occupation or gender, or
combine criteria to create a highly-targeted custom search.
General Onefile
A one-stop source for news and periodical articles on a wide range of topics: business,
computers, current events, economics, education, environmental issues, health care, hobbies,
humanities, law, literature and art, politics, science, social science, sports, technology, and
many general interest topics. Millions of full-text articles, many with images. Updated daily.
Health & Wellness Resource Center
Includes magazines, journals, newspapers, definitions, directories, and information on: Fitness,
Pregnancy, Medicine, Nutrition, Diseases, Public Health, Occupational Health and Safety,
Alcohol and Drug abuse, Prescription Drugs, Herbal remedies, and alternative or
complementary treatments. Material is intended for informational purposes only.

Norfolk Public Library
(757) 664-READ; www.npl.lib.va.us
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